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watchwords. Gauguin offered both these qualities. His financial
position was good and his prospects better. Two of Mette's
sisters were already married, one to a member of the Nobel
Committee of the Norwegian Parliament, the other to a
German painter, who as an artist in the academic tradition
was able to earn money in a way that won the respect of his
wife's relations in Copenhagen,
Gauguin's wedding, after an engagement that lasted
throughout the year, took place on the 22nd November,
He was married under the regime of the simple community
of property, but without a contract* The civil ceremony took
place at the Town Hall of the IXth arrondissement and the reli-
gious service at the Protestant Church in the rue Chauchat,
for Mette was a Lutheran, At the Town Hall Gauguin was
brought into sharp contact, perhaps for the first time, with
French bourgeois bureaucracy, a condition of affairs, upheld
by a mentality, that was, later, to become his chosen antagonist,
while the mentality itself he saw typified in the imbeciles
of whom he discovered so great a number among the French
general public* He was required to produce the death certifi-
cates of both his parents, but owing to his father's death in
the Straits of Magellan he possessed only his mother's, signifi-
cantly enough, however, inscribed as that of Madame Veuve
Gauguin. But although his mother was described as a widow
it did not satisfy the clerk that his father was dead. "There is
nothing more obstinate than a Town Hall employee/' he
reflected in later years, "Fortunately the Mayor was an
intelligent man and everything was arranged/*
The first years of their marriage were extremely happy,
for Gauguin was devoted to his wife whose northern
fairness and complexion had so completely captured him*
One commentator on this period has remarked that *'every-
thing, to her svelte coolness, contributed to fire the blood
of this meridional with his burning Peruvian atavisms/'
Paul Gauguin was not, of course, a meridional, and his one
visit of any length to the Midi, that he made many years